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line. Houses of wood look to be dishevelled and
shabby as they grow old, while brick and stone
are the more dignified the older they grow.

I believe it is true that the midlands of England
are as fertile and easily cultivated as any similar
number of acres in the world, and to the eye of
the traveller they seem so.

But where are all the people ? Did we leave
them all in London, and Oxford, and Worcester,
and Birmingham? All through the afternoon
and into the early evening we travel, and I could
have counted more houses, certainly more sheep,
than men and women from the carriage window.
It may be a holiday, it may be the day's work is
finished, it may be that the laborers, slow-
moving, and sombrely clad in grays and browns,
are not so distinctly seen in this soft light. In
any case, it seems as though one might step out
and take possession of as much of this lovely
country as one cared to, and this adds still
another quality to the charm. There is solitude
without loneliness. It is so well cared for, so
gentle and cultivated in appearance, that one
feels the centuries of human toil, the .intimate
companionship of men, but without their inter-
ruption*

England is London says one, EngKmd is
Parliament says another, England is thff Empire